Strafford Energy and Climate Committee (SECC) 7/12/22

Meeting Minutes APPROVED 7:00 PM
Online meeting:
Zoom
Meeting called by: Dorian Yates Type of SECC monthly meeting
meeting:
Facilitator: Dorian Yates Note taker: Jim Schley

Attendees:  Dorian Yates, Susan Hodges, David Lutz, Susan Tiholiz, Jenevra Wetmore, Matt Christie,
Doc Bagley, and Jim Schley

Next August 9, 2022, 7 pm via ZOOM

Meeting:

Minutes
ACTION ITEMS from this meeting:

ACTION ITEM: The Intramunicipal Regional Energy Coordinator and steering committee have
identified two priority areas for multi-town work: developing a Green Energy / Climate Action Buying
Guide and advocating for adoption and compliance with energy-efficient Building Code. David will
represent our committee for the first of these subcomittees, and Matt will represent us for the other.

ACTION ITEM: Dorian will reply to inquiry from 17alley News reporter Francis Mize who is looking for
information about Energy Committee priorities.

1. Approve minutes from previous meeting: Approved.

2. Review & update re: Action items from last meeting:

David, Dorian, and Susan H. staffed the table at the July 2 parade and festivities. The climate table got
more attention, because they had lots of green soaps and other examples on display. A couple came up and
said that because of the climate action table last year, they changed their toilet paper, detergent, and so on.

3. Intramunicipal Regional Energy Coordinator (IREC) report:
The group has developed a list of fifteen or so potential areas to work on, and have prioritized two:

— Green Energy Guidelines / Climate Action Guidelines: Two versions, one for businesses and one
for homes. ACTION ITEM: David is drawn to work on this project. He emphasized that this project isn’t
mainly about “buying stuff,” but really about behaviors as much as products, including voting.

— Advocating for adoption of Renewable Energy Building Standards, which may be harder to get
enacted and enforced. This will involve making a case to policy makers (Selectboards) and contractors as well
as homeowners. ***David is asking for a volunteer from our committee to work with a representative from
each of the other towns on this.

Matt made the observation again that the revised Vermont building code is very good, but there is no
enforcement, no occupancy permit review, and no history or tradition of using building codes. One of the



services we could offer is to provide advisement and training to local building inspectors. Matt is co-author of
the California building code and can provide guidance and interpretation of the Vermont building code.

Dorian commented that the challenge in this area is political and cultural, not technical. People here
are very leery of what they see as infringements on their private rights and property. Therefore the important
aspect is education, including finding ways to convey to people that they will save money using energy-
efficient standards, and their homes will be worth more should they choose to sell them.

Matt previously met with the Thetford group, which is advocating for use of “HERS ratings” to
ensure compliance (see www.resnet.us/about/hers-index-and-energy-codes/). Matt feels that this approach
adds complications and expense and even the requirement that the home must be better than code. There are
very few HERS raters in our region.

A very effective mechanism to consider promoting is a “point-of-sale energy effectiveness” evaluation
for new houses or houses on the market for resale, with detailed criteria and a score. The “home energy
score” is a Department of Energy evaluative tool (www.energy.gov/eere/buildings/articles/home-energy-
score).

Jenevra is going to represent Woodstock on this project committee, because she’s particularly
interested in developing standards that will improve efficiency for rentals. Jenevra asked Matt if he could
come speak to the group working on this, even if he doesn’t have time to be our group’s representative on
this subcommittee.

David wonders if there could be an opportunity with seven towns to share a couple of inspectors for
energy evaluations. It would be nice to have a voluntary process where people felt motivated to try and
improve their score, even with a competitive verve.

Matt says that he can be our representative for the building code subcommittee.

Dorian addressed the question of dissemination of the information provided by Green Buying Guide
group, then we could approach stores in our community to carry the products recommended.

4. Community Solar project:
Doc reported that according to current sign-ups (twenty investors, eleven or twelve from Strafford), the
array is “sold out.” Some people are still in their consideration process, but Catamount is prepared to go
ahead with contracts — ordering modules and scheduling the racking company. The utility will be
installing switching equipment.

There is some urgency, since any solar installation not permitted by September 1 will pay an additional
2 cents per kilowatt-hour. Also, lead-times are horrendous now in every industry, Doc says, and this is
affecting solar as well.

This is the last year for a 26% federal tax credit; next year will be 22%. There is hope that Biden will
extend the current level of tax credit.

People are no longer as “warm and fuzzy” about Green Mountain Power. Rates are going up, and this
makes the payback sooner.

A benefit for us in being an LL.C and working with the Law School’s Energy Clinic is that the legal
and permit-application work was done by them, which meant that Catamount didn’t have those expenses.
The only drawback was that new students cycled in each semester and they needed time to get oriented.

Geoff Martin also did a lot of legwork on this project.



5. Discussion of activities by other subcommittee area:
* State Legislature: Susan reported that there are two opportunities to hear from the Democratic
candidates for the August primary: one for State Representative candidates (Thursday, July 14, 6:30-8
pm via Zoom:
https://us02web.zoom.us/i/88569751764?pwd=cwseQTSY4NWDhwGPEZIKYdrabuOz7g.1#success
(ID: 88569751764, passcode: 848233);
The other is for US Congress and state Lt. Governor candidates (July 17, 2022, 3:00 to 5:00 pm at
the Strafford Town House).
Susan did not find anything local for Republican, but you can check out Republican events here:
www.vtgop.org/dynamiceventpage
Susan also just received an announcement that Vermont is going to do a comprehensive review of
Vermont’s renewable energy programs.
And she reported that Stuart Blood of Thetford has written an analysis of the Ryegate power plant,
which burns wood and generates as much pollution as a coal plant.

* Agriculture, forestry: Dorian reported that after summer when the nights get longer, she’s interested in
organizing a TREES reading group, inviting people to read and discuss a book each month.

* Education & Communications: Jim reminded the committee that we received an inquiry from [alley
News environment reporter Frances Mize about our group’s current activities. ACTION ITEM: Dorian
will reply, and if Frances would like more detail, Dorian will refer her to Doc, David, or Matt.

Adjourned: 8:12 pm Next Meeting: August 9, 2022, 7 pm via ZOOM
Enthusiastically submitted by Jim Schley, Recording Secretary
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