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Community Forest Goals
 Recreation: The Ashley land has a well-
developed network of trails that can be used for 
hiking and other recreation. It directly links to 
trails on adjacent conserved lands allowing for 
the potential creation of an integrated community 
trail  system for 4-season use.

Working Woodlands: The Ashley Community 
Forest will continue to be managed for long-
term timber production and support of local 
forestry-related jobs.

Wildlife: With diverse forests, fields, wetlands 
and streams bisecting the north and south 
portions of the property, the Community Forest 
offers exceptional wildlife habitat.

Historic Resources: The property includes the 
remains of a 19th century farm complex, which 
will be preserved to interpret the area’s 
agricultural past.

Scenic Beauty: The forested hills of the 
Ashley Community Forest are visible for miles 
around.

Education: Local community schools will be 
able to study and explore the wonders of the 
northern forest and contribute to the of the 
Community Forest stewardship through 
service projects.
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The Ashley Community Forest will be 
governed by a definitive management plan 
approved by the two towns, the Vermont 
Land Trust and the Vermont Housing and 
Conservation Board, which has committed 
to providing a $150,000 grant for the 
property’s acquisition and conservation. 

The Ashley Community Forest Committee 
will include members appointed by the 
towns, and a member from AVC and will 
have full responsibility for the management of 
funds, revenue and maintenance of the land 
and trails. In time, it is expected that timber 
revenue will make the community 
forest self-sustaining.  
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The Ashley Community Forest
A place too important to be left to chance

In June of 2018 the Alliance for Vermont  Communities, with assistance from the Vermont Land 
Trust, purchased the Ashley Property with the goal of creating a community forest. The land 
which straddles the Sharon~Strafford town boundary, will be managed for the full range of 
community forest values: sustainable timber production, recreation, wildlife habitat, historic 
resources, and scenic beauty.

AVC will establish an easement on the property with the Vermont Land Trust and the Vermont 
Housing and Conservation Board to ensure that the Ashley  is protected and open for public 
access in perpetuity.

In cooperation with adjacent landowners and other interested community members and part-
ners, AVC will continue to develop a robust network of community trails to provide opportu-
nities for four season recreational use on these lands that will be forever protected.

AVC is working in partnership with the Vermont Land Trust, The Upper Valley Land Trust, the 
Vermont Housing and Conservation Board and the Upper Valley Trails Alliance. We are grate-
ful for their guidance and support. 

Please contact Alliance for Vermont Communities if you are interested in volunteering or if 
you have questions about the project ~  info@alliancevermont.org


