Town of Strafford
Digital Civility and Anti-Harassment Policy for
Public Officials and Town Business

Purpose

F'o promote respectful public discourse and protect elected officials. stafl, and community
members from cyberbullying, harassment, and intimidation in digital spaces related to Town of
Strafford, Vermont governance.

Scope
These guidelines apply to all communication involving Town business, including:

- Emails to or from town officials

- Public forums such as Front Porch Forum

- Social media (ofticial and personal accounts. where relevant to Town matiers)
- Messaging apps and group chats involving town-related discussions

- Comments on public videos, livestreams, or mecting archives

Definitions
Cyberbullying is defined as the use of digital technology 1o repeatedly harass. demean, intimidate, or
threaten an individual. This includes:

- Personal attacks unrelated to policy or public duty

- Publishing false or defamatory statements

- Sharing personal/private information (doxxing)

- Repeated unwanted contact or stalking behavior

- Threats of violence, harm, or coordinated harassment

Constructive criticism of public actions, decisions. or policy is a protected and welcome part of
democracy. The Town recognizes and respeets First Amendment rights while affirming the
need for civility.

Expectations for Digital Conduct
We encourage all participants in civic life to:

I. Engage respectfully. including when disagrecing.

2. Focus critiques on decisions or policies, not personal attributes or private lives.
3. Refrain from spreading misinformation or speculation presented as fact,

4. Avoid name-calling, threats. or coordinated attacks on individuals.

S. Use official channels for grievances.

6. Use official channels for public record requests.



Protections and Responses
The Town of Strafford will:

- Support officials and staff who are targets of cyberbullying

- Maintain records ol abusive or threatening digital behavior

- Report serious incidents (e.g.. threats, stalking, doxxing) to appropriate legal authorities

- Take formal steps to respond to harassment that disrupts town business or violates state law.

Statement of Support

The Selectboard affirms that civic engagement is strongest when it is civil, inclusive. and safe.
Harassment—online or offline—undermines democracy. discourages participation. and
threatens the wellbeing of public officials and community members alike.
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