Town of Strafford Development Review Board
May 21, 2025, 7 PM.

Draft Minutes
Board Attendance: Martha Walke, Sean Lewis, Dan Ruml, Terry Garrison, and Bonnie Bergeron

In-person Attendees: Chris Boyle, Attorney at Law, attorney for the Fondren’s and Titus; Rachel
Kendall; Meredith Kendall; Steve Marsh; Steve Wilbanks; Toni Pippy; Robert and Trudi Fondren;
Linda Titus; John Anderson, Primmer Piper Eggleston & Cramer PC, and John Freitag

Zoom Attendees: David Mears, Town of Strafford attorney.
The meeting started at 7pm.

Martha moved to approve the minutes from March 19, 2025, with one change in the second
paragraph where it says, “ownership is not in question, it is the lease and who owns the rights to the
trees”, to add that (“Meredith owns 13 acres of sugarbush trees that are not part of the sugar bush
lease”). Sean second, all approved.

Terry opened the meeting to discuss the court’s ruling on the Board to stop all proceedings that are
currently with the courts from a previous 2023 application. He requested the attorneys present to
state their perspective on whether the Board should continue with aspects of the application not
involved in the court case or to not continue

Jon Anderson noted that sections such as the parking lot and the lodge of the new application are
not in the old application and feels they could be heard as separate from what the Court is
reviewing. Terry confirmed that in the 2023 application the Inn was not part of the application but
is part of the newest application. Jon said the courts will be weighing in on events included in the
old application. However, the parking lot and the 4 inn rooms were added later and are now part of
the new application which could be heard and considered by the DRB.

Martha asked if depending on how the judge rules, how would that ruling affect any decision the
Board would make. Jon said the judge will only be ruling on what’s before them. John believes if the
wedding venue gets turned down the parking lot will not be utilized.

Chris Boyle noted that he does believe it will make a difference on what the Board does because he
doesn’t believe the DRB has jurisdiction to continue and that the judge will make any decision null
and void if we proceed on what Jon Anderson is suggesting. The judge said if what’s before the
DRB is related to what he is reviewing the DRB does not have jurisdiction. Chris read quotes from
Judge Walsh and the Court proceedings. He urges the town to pause on the current application as
the judge has ruled that until the Court has decided on the 2023 application that the Board cannot
move forward. Martha asked who decides the jurisdiction and Chris said the court makes that
determination. Terry asked if the Board acts and does not have jurisdiction then it will get brought
before the court, and Jon said it would, but he wants a decision one way or the other. Sean asked
John if the application before the Board is amended and John said yes, we would like to amend the
application.

Chris encouraged the board to read the judge’s transcript and decide on how to proceed.



David Mears noted that the Board members are going to stay after the meeting to discuss the
options they have and he asked Jon and Chris to each state their opinion on why Judge Walsh was
reluctant to discuss where the original application started and where it ended. Can the Board decide
on how to proceed not knowing under what zoning bylaws they should be reviewing the request?
Does the Board need to know if the wedding venue has been approved based on traffic and other
considerations? Jon said the parking and Inn are stand alone projects and he feels the Board could
make a decision. Chris does not believe the Board can determine the parking lot, traffic and the
related noise ete: from a wedding venue that has yet to be approved. There is no practical way to
approve a parking lot.

The DRB meeting is concluded at 8:04pm and the Board will meet in private with the town attorney.
The Board voted unanimously in favor to deny without prejudice on application number 2024-15
for Conditional Use Permit for 20 Kendall Road and 17 Kendall Road originally submitted
December 2, 2024, as proposed to be modified by letter dated April 17, 2025, and May 6, 2025.
Terry made the motion to adjourn at 8:42pm, Martha seconded, all approved.

Respectfully submitted,

Bonnie Bergeron, Clerk



