Strafford Energy and Climate Committee (SECC) 5/9/23

Meeting Minutes DRAFT 7:00 PM
Online meeting:
Zoom
Meeting called by: Dorian Yates Type of SECC monthly meeting
meeting:
Facilitator: Dorian Yates Note taker: Dorian Yates

Attendees:  Dorian Yates, Susan Hodges, Matt Christie, David Lutz, and Doc Bagley
Next June 13, 2023, 7 pm via ZOOM
Meeting:

Minutes

New ACTION ITEMS from this meeting:

ACTION ITEM: Ongoing: Dorian will keep working on the Coburns’ Store Net Zero campaign.

ACTION ITEM: Ongoing: Working with Newton School teacher Erik Reimanis and principal Tracy
Thompson to help develop ways of involving students in our climate planning and solid waste reduction. One
of us should ask Danette Harris about the curriculum she developed as a science teacher at the school, which
is potential resource.

AGENDA for this meeting:

1. Approve minutes from previous (April) meeting. Approved.

2. Newton School energy assessment: Matt and Doc will meet with school staff and the energy consultant
on Monday, May 15 about possible uses for some of the solar electricity they receive as credits from the
Maclay array. Heat pumps in the library are one possibility.

Discussion about Town Garage project and a letter from John Freitag asking that the SECC take over the
grant writing for the project. After discussion we unanimously agreed that the committee did not have any
grant-writing expertise, but would be happy to act as consultants and proofreaders for any grants—hoping
that TRORC would be able to take the lead on the grants. Dorian will write a letter to John Freitag explaining
the discussion and decision. NOTE: the April 2023 report from the Intramunicipal Energy Coordinator that
the town of Strafford has now been awarded a $4,000 Municipal Energy Resilience Program (MERP) mini-
grant for planning. This is an ARPA-funded program “to reduce greenhouse gas emissions from public
buildings while helping towns save money on their utility bills.”

3. Forest Carbon Webinar report. The webinar went well, with about eight attendees plus David, Susan H.,
and Dorian. It was recorded and will be put up on the SECC town Web page for all to view. Discussion of
solutions included getting the state to work on developing local sawmills so that Vermont harvested wood
could actually be used locally/in-state.

4. Sub-committee reports:



* Doc reported that the Alger Brook Community Solar project is almost ready to have the final switch
installed next week, hoping to be completed by mid-to-end of May. Congratulations and thanks to all who
worked so hard on that project.

* Susan H. gave a verbal and written legislative report (see below).

* David reported that a Green Guide for purchasing recommendations will soon be available on the TRORC
website.

There was discussion about the Vermont Climate Report and the forecast that Vermont will be less
than half way to their net zero requirements by 2030.

*Dorian discussed the book Cadminm Red about the horrors of cadmium mining in the Congo, and a
discussion ensued about batteries and advances that could be made in the technology in the coming years to
diminish the reliance upon cadmium and its associated destruction.

5. Legislature Report from Susan Hodges:

The big news today is that Gov. Scott’s veto of 8.5 (Affordable Heat Act) was overridden. I know there
were some amendments at the "last minute" but I have not had a chance to read the final bill yet. I know it
still had some real shortcomings, but probably better than nothing.

H 242 re: geothermal heat has a chance of coming up next session.

On May 2 the state Agency of Natural Resources issued its report on “total greenhouse gas emissions”
from 1990-2020. There are some serious questions about how the values are calculated, and of course the
results were seriously affected by Covid (with fewer miles driven overall). However, the report suggests that
Vermont will fall short of the goals enacted in the Global Warming Solutions Act of 2020.

Susan recommends a thoughtful article from the [T Digger: vtdigger.org/2023/05/02/report-pandemic-

caused-lower-greenhouse-gas-emissions-in-2020-but-state-unlikely-to-hit-emissions-targets /

Adjourned: 8:00 pm Next Meeting: June 13, 2023, 7 pm via ZOOM

Submitted by Jim Schley, Recording Secretary, from notes made by Dorian Yates
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