
Strafford Energy and Climate Committee (SECC) 
Meeting Minutes APPROVED 

1/10/23 
7:02 PM 

Online meeting: 
Zoom  

Meeting called by: Dorian Yates Type of 

meeting: 

SECC monthly meeting 

Facilitator: Dorian Yates Note taker: Jim Schley 

Attendees: Dorian Yates, Susan Hodges, Matt Christie, Susan Tiholiz, Jenevra Wetmore, Doc Bagley, 

and Jim Schley 

Next 

Meeting:  

February 14, 2023, 7 pm via ZOOM 

Minutes 
 

New ACTION ITEMS from this meeting: 
 

ACTION ITEM: Jim will make a PDF version of the Suzanne Simard article in the Valley News about 
forests and the need to change logging practices 

ACTION ITEM: Matt will give a webinar for Sustainable Woodstock on January 19, covering the consumer 
effects and impacts of the Investment Reduction Act (IRA). 

ACTION ITEM: Jenevra will contact David Lutz to find out what the IREC report for the Strafford Town 
Report will be. 

ACTION ITEM: For our Strafford Net-Zero by 2030 campaign, Dorian will speak with the Coburns about 
the possibility of us helping them with creating a designated area in the store for green products, with signs 
relating to our town’s net-zero resolution. Susan H. will speak with Erik Reimanis about the Newton School, 
and Matt will ask Mary Newman who on the staff at Sharon Academy could be interested in working with us 
on this. 

ACTION ITEM: For our open-house event on January 21, 10 a.m. to noon, we’ll invite people to visit 
Matt’s house, which has roof-mounted solar tracker, EV, and induction stove to demonstrate, and Susan 
Grady’s house, which has a solar tracker, heat pump, induction stove, and electric car. David and Susan H. 
will also be at Susan’s house. ACTION ITEM: Matt will post announcements on the list-serve on JanuaryP 
12, 16, and 20; and Jenevra will post on the Strafford Facebook page. 

ACTION ITEM: Jim will ask Strafford recycling coordinator Michael Scanlan and Ham Gillett at the Upper 
Valley Solid Waste District for more information about where materials dropped off at the town’s recycling 
center are taken, with particular emphasis on the “commingled” bin., explaining that we would like to better 
educated people about what really gets recycled. 

ACTION ITEM: Dorian will send a draft of the committee’s annual report for the Town Report to 
members, with a request that any comments or additions be sent to Jim by Friday, January 20; Jim will finalize 
this report and send this to editor Nellie Pennington by Monday, January 23. 



 

2 

2 

ACTION ITEM: Susan T. will talk with John Tiholiz about the possibility of our committee doing a 
presentation for a Lions Club dinner meeting. Dorian will send around a request for ideas of what we could 
include in such a presentation: heating, electricity, transportation, waste and recycling, etc. 

ACTION ITEM: Susan T. suggested that Matt contact Mazen Turk of Greenwood Energy 
(www.gwenergy.com) and ask about potential for storage at the Elizabeth Mine site. 
_________________________________________ 

 

AGENDA for this meeting: 
 

1. Approve minutes from previous (December) meeting. Approved. 
 
2. Review & update re: Action Items from last meeting:  
 — Reminder that open houses will be on January 21, not 14, due to Martha Manheim’s memorial 
service. Discussion of Open House logistics and postings: ACTION ITEM: Matt will post announcements 
on the list-serve on January 12, 16, and 20; and Jenevra will post on the Strafford Facebook page.  
 — SECC 2022 Report for Town Meeting/Town Report: Dorian has draft a report, including ongoing 
work with IREC, Alger Brook Community Solar, Recycling Center and July 4 educational events, etc. 
ACTION ITEM: Dorian will share draft report with whole committee, with comments due to Jim by 
Friday, January 20; Jim will finalize and send to Nellie Pennington by Monday, January 23. 

 
3. Two Rivers Ottauquechee Regional Commission has hired a new Intramunicipal Energy Coordinator: 
Jeff Grout, of Randolph. ACTION ITEM: Jenevra will contact David Lutz to find out what the IREC 

report for the Strafford Town Report will be. 
 
4. Strafford Net Zero by 2030 Education Campaign and Strategy 
 Dorian waited to speak to the Coburns about an educational display in the store, identifying lower-

impact products (closer to “net zero”: local/less transport; recycled and recyclable materials; less or no plastic 
and other packaging; and so on). ACTION ITEM (again): Dorian will speak with the Coburns about these 
possibilities. 

 Discussion of the school, as well: Could we help them develop a “Zero by 2030” curriculum for the 
Newton School? Dorian underscored that as a community — like every community — we are using so much 
energy, and we have a long way to go to reach net-zero. Doc wondered if high school students could 
potentially study the Advanced Energy Plan and consider steps to reach net-zero. ACTION ITEMs: Susan 
H. will speak with Erik Reimanis about the Newton School. Matt will ask Mary Newman who at Sharon 
Academy might be interested in this. 

 Discussion of guidelines for shopping helping people prioritize (strategies for minimizing packaging) 
and reducing solid waste, both for trash and recycling. Reminder of David Lutz’s “follow the box,” idea, 
where we track a product from its origins through its whole use cycle, including once disposed of or 
remanufactured. 

 Discussion of Accessory Dwelling Units (ADUs), which has been a lively topic in Thetford. Matt 
explained that ADUs are supposed to be subject to the same building codes and guidelines, same waste and 
water requirements. Increasing density could be beneficial, but we need to be aware of finite resources, for 
instance in water use (an area where Vermonters have been very lucky so far).  

 Dorian mentioned, in addition to reaching out to the store and schools, that we have two churches 
that can help with education.  

 Discussion of recycling: The emphasis has been on increasing participation by making the process 
simple, but there are ways to do much better in reducing our refuse load, for instance in the “mixed bin,” 
where at least some people in town would more actively manage their recycling: removing caps, crushing cans, 
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collapsing jugs (which may require cutting), not buying plastic that’s unrecyclable. Matt suggested that we try 
and learn more about where the company Strafford contracts with for recyclables. We could do this in a 
friendly way, to better understand what gets thrown away, focusing first on the “commingled bin.” ACTION 
ITEM: Jim will speak with Michael Scanlan in Strafford and Ham Gillett at the Upper Valley Solid Waste 
District, explaining that we would like to better educated people about what really gets recycled. 

 Doc mentioned the Lion’s Club and proposed that we do a presentation at a future dinner-meeting 
about Strafford’s Net Zero by 2030 (and recycling, since the Lions sponsor that). ACTION ITEM: 
Susan T. will talk with John Tiholiz about this possibility. Dorian will send around a request for 
committee member ideas of what we could include in such a presentation: heating, electricity, 
transportation, waste, etc.  
  

5. Sub-committee and other reports, monthly updates: 
 

* Community Solar/renewables: Doc reported that Catamount is having some delays in getting switching 
gear (AC breaker panels) and meter pans, which are back-ordered; widespread problem, throughout the 
country. They’re hoping to have the project fully hooked up by late April, early May; they need to get 
permission from the PUC for an extension on the Certificate of Public Good (CPG). The LLC now has some 
officers, including someone to take over Doc’s position as registered agent. 
 There is still interest on the part of Sandy Preston’s land, which also has preferred site status. This 
could be 150 kw, too; but what we really need is much bigger arrays (the mine site is 7 MW DC, 5 MW AC.) 
Doc mentioned that maybe a better approach for that site would be a “power-purchase” arrangement, instead 
of a buy-in by investors, which could benefit lower-income households. 
 Discussion of why the Elizabeth Mine solar array is generating electricity that isn’t being used, because 
there’s no storage there; they are constrained by their inverters and by the transmission line capacity, and 
there permit for daytime generation is limited. Matt emphasized that utility/grid-scale storage is an area of 
tremendous innovation and growth. ACTION ITEM: Susan T. suggested that Matt contact Mazen Turk of 
Greenwood Energy (www.gwenergy.com) and ask about potential for storage at the Elizabeth Mine site.  

 

* State Legislature: Susan Hodges reported: 
 Committee appointments have been made. 
 The House Energy and Technology Committee has been dissolved. There is a new House 
Environment and Energy Committee, which will have jurisdiction over climate bills. The Committee’s home 
page is: https//legislature.vermont.gov/committee/detail/2024/19 
 From the Senate: Last year’s Clean Heat Standard has been re-introduced in with some modifications 
as the “Affordable Heat Act.” The bill is S.5, which can be found here: 
https://legislature.vermont.gov/bill/status/2024/S.5. It will be taken up first by the Senate Committee on 
Natural Resources and Energy: 
 The Senate Committee on Natural Resources and Energy has jurisdiction over matters relating to the 
conservation, development, and planning of the State’s natural resources, including water quality, geology, 
forestry, parks and recreation, and fish and wildlife; community and regional planning and development; and 
the conservation and planning of sources of energy. 

Sen. Christopher Bray, Chair [who Dorian said is an excellent person for this role]; Sen. Anne Watson, Vice Chair; 
Sen. Dick McCormack; Sen. Mark A. MacDonald; Sen. Rebecca White  

Chairman Bray, who really holds all the power in the Committee, supported the original Clean Heat Standard 
bill and wants to see this bill processed and passed in the first seven weeks of the session. The informal group 
Susan has been meeting with in Thetford recently met with Becca White, a newly elected Senator on this 
Committee. While we would like to see the bill exclude “biofuels” (which will not reduce carbon emissions: 
see additional attachments) from qualifying for “clean heat credits”, it is now clear that biofuels WILL BE in 
the bill. We heard about (but have not yet seen) a couple of suggestions for ways to include placing limits on 
the use of biofuels over time, probably the best we can hope for in the coming session. A concern about 

https://legislature.vermont.gov/bill/status/2024/S.5
https://legislature.vermont.gov/people/single/2024/20396
https://legislature.vermont.gov/people/single/2024/37411
https://legislature.vermont.gov/people/single/2024/14625
https://legislature.vermont.gov/people/single/2024/14608
https://legislature.vermont.gov/people/single/2024/37414
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excluding biofuels is the presumed impact on low-income people, who have paid-for fossil-fuel heating 
systems in their homes (i.e., capital costs vs. operating costs). Many people believe that removing biofuels 
would increase heating costs, even though biofuels themselves are the most expensive fuels. 
 Another big issue is the need to revise the Renewable Energy Standard (RES) for Vermont’s electric 
sector. Currently, Vermont counts power from Hydro-Quebec (HQ) as “renewable”, something no other 
state in New England allows. The present RES encourages Vermont utilities to by extra Renewable Energy 
Credits (RECs) from HQ, in excess of actual power purchased to meet Vermont’s renewable energy 
requirements. The HQ RECs are lower-priced because only Vermont recognizes them. The Vermont utilities 
then sell expensive Vermont-generated solar and wind RECs to out-of-state utilities, which use them to meet 
the renewable energy requirements in their own states. Our utilities thereby generate extra revenue by selling 
RECs generated in state after buying cheap, deceptively priced RECs from HQ. Apparently a bill to revise the 
RES is in the works, but we have no details yet. 
 Susan attached twodocuments that explain in more detail why biofuels, especially those from out of 
state, are a problem and will not lead to decreased carbon emissions. 

Susan also urged people to sign up for updates on legislation from 350 Vermont. 
 

Matt objected to a characterization of all biofuels as fully credited “renewables” in the bill, when biofuels 
right in the bill are discounted — this is built into the bill. Palm oil biodiesel, for instance, gets you no credit. 
There are formulas that allow for some forms of biofuels (locally produced, vented from landfills, not from 
food-crop land) that can legitimately be given some allowance transitionally.  

 In Matt’s view “there is some genius in this bill . . . which is well ahead of the nation,” and he says he’s 
concerned that the bill will be so energetically lobbied against and fought that the good parts won’t survive. 
For instance, it’s groundbreaking to allow Vermont Gas to get credit in meeting their obligations by selling 
insulation and heat pumps; over time this is likely to be so profitable for them that they’ll no longer be selling 
gas. It’s important to focus on the weaknesses in the bill but not insist on killing it. 

 Also, Matt says, RECs are controversial and confusing, but the reason solar is now 90% cheaper than 
a year ago is thanks to RECs. Matt is concerned that for some activists, “RECs are not real, but they are real.” 
And legally, Doc reminded us, an energy provider or user cannot claim that they’re entirely “renewable” (as 
Farm Way in Bradford is doing?) if they’re selling the RECs to some other entity that’s getting credited for 
them. 

 Further, Matt said, there are niche sectors where we’ll need liquid fuel — aircraft, long-haul trucking, 
smelting — where we should be using renewable gas, which is “liquid gold.” This shouldn’t be piped into 
people’s residences except temporarily for home heating, which is a horrible use for this valuable fuel. In 
general, in Matt’s view, Vermont Gas is the most “forward-thinking” liquid fuel corporation in the country.  

 Dorian and Susan expressed appreciation for Matt’s expertise in this area; legislators — who mostly 
don’t understand the complexities of energy policy and practice — would really benefit from hearing Matt’s 
analysis. 

 
* Agriculture, forestry: Susan T. mentioned a Valley News article about forest scientist Suzanne Simard, 
which is very relevant to the Ashley Forest forestry planning. ACTION ITEM: Jim will send a PDF of 
this article to committee members. 
 Dorian was out of town when the Ashley Forest committee met, and she didn’t receive any 
acknowledgment of our committee’s comments or her own submitted comments. They continue to 
discuss and plan for herbicide spraying, even though there are people in the community who are willing to 
be trained to hand-pull invasive plants.  

 
Adjourned: 8:59 pm  Next Meeting: February 14, 2023, 7 pm via ZOOM 

Enthusiastically submitted by Jim Schley, Recording Secretary 


