
Strafford Selectboard Meeting Minutes 
Thursday, August 13th, 6:00pm at Barrett Memorial Hall 

 
 
Members present:  Pat Kelly, Toni Pippy, Brent Cadwell, Rett Emerson, Mary Linehan 
 
Others present:  Lisa Bragg, John Freitag, Susan Hodges, Aileen Lem, Eric Lopez, Jennifer Brown 
 
Meeting was called to order at 6:00 pm 
 
Public Concerns  
John Freitag expressed concern about paved roads, urged the Selectboard to make a long-term 
plan for paved roads. and offered his assistance.  Selectboard confirmed that the roads are a 
priority, there is a long-term plan under development, and the Selectboard is working on 
getting ahead of the road maintenance issues.   
 
Emergency Management COVID 19  
State is undertaking a mass distribution of masks.  When shipment arrives, further information 
will be posted on the Town website.   
 
Town Highways and Equipment Update 

 Tyson Bridge.  EPA’s plan was to redo and make minor repairs to the bridge deck.  
However, inspection of the bridge indicates that the repairs required are more 
extensive than expected, requiring the bridge to be closed.  Options include (but are 
not limited to): determining the improvements EPA will pay for and seek a grant for the 
balance to repair the bridge; reduce the weight limit; make it a foot bridge.  
Selectboard has been advised that USACE and VTrans should assess the situation.  Any 
decision about how to deal with the situation will wait for additional information, 
including cost estimates, clarifying the legality of closing the bridge, etc.  

 Paving project site.  Miller Pond has been selected for improvements this year.   

 New truck financing options.  Motion passed to seek a loan from Mascoma Bank at 3% 
loan for 5 years.   

 Green Fleet policy.  Susan Hodges presented a Green Fleet policy that the town of 
Thetford has drafted to monitor fuel consumption of town vehicles, as a first step to 
increased awareness of energy use.  Highway liaison confirmed that the information 
requested in the policy is already available in another format, and that there is existing 
oversight of efficiency and fuel consumption.  Susan will report back to the Energy 
Commission.   

 
Correspondence 

 Email updates from the State Emergency Operations Center Situation Reports, re: 
COVID 19, Vermont Department of Health.  We also receive emails from The Office of 
the Governor, TRORC and VLTC 



 Rita Seta, Senior Planner, TRORC, RE: 2020 VTrans Bicycle and Pedestrian Grant Program.  
Forwarded to Recreation Committee.   

 Cindy Blondin, HUD 2nd Amendment to FY19 Consolidated Plan for the CARES Act 
Funding, comments due 8/5/19.   

 Cindy Blondin, Grants Management Analyst, Housing and Community Development, RE: 
CDBG-CV Municipal Public Service Program.   

 Emails from Brett Toffel, RE: Requesting SB keep Zoom access be kept indefinitely and 
Disenfranchise the many for the enjoyment of a few.  Need to investigate alternative 
platforms for ensuring public access.  Board will consider options to ensure greatest 
access.   

 Email from Casey Michael O’Hara, Program Manager, Vermont Dept of Taxes, RE: 
Strafford Fiscal Year 2021(FY21) Education Tax Rates.   

 Emails from Ed Hathaway, EPA, RE: Tyson Bridge with attachment RE: Bridge Deck and 
Abutment #2 Condition Assessment by Hoyle, Tanner P& Associates, Inc. 

 Email from David Gunn, VLCT, RE: Diversity, Equity and Inclusion Guide 
 

Motion passed to approve the minutes of the July 21st regular meeting  
 

Use of Common for August 19th and Recreation Field for August 15th  

 Motion passed to approve Person of the Year event on August 15 at Murray Field.   

 Motion passed to not approve proposed August 19th Concert on the Common due to 
anticipated crowd size and COVID pandemic compliance and safety concerns.      

 
Draft review of Ethical Conduct and Conflict of Interest Policy for the Town of Strafford – VLCT 
and Paul Gillies comments.   
Eric Lopez noted that Paul Gillies’s concerns were about paragraphs 3 & 5 of the existing 
policy—related to validity of the COI, which came from VLCT.  Suggests that Gillies and VLCT 
need to discuss and clarify whether the existing policy is correct.  Further clarification with VLCT 
will be required to determine a way forward.  Also noted that a Vermont Ethics law is currently 
being developed which may provide useful basis for the Town.   
 
Set the Tax Rate and tax bill due dates 

 Motion passed to accept the 2020 Town tax rate of 0.7217 

 Motion passed to change tax bill due date for the current year to Wed. September 23, 
2020 and Wed. December 2, 2020 

 
Budget vs Actual 

 Motion approved for Grant Agreement Letter for a $1,300 grant from the New England 
Grassroots Environment Fund that will be used the summer of 2021 for the 
WindowDressers program by the Strafford Energy and Climate Committee. 

 Cash flow for town expenditures is low due to delays in receiving tax revenue; Mascoma 
Bank has agreed to increase the Town’s line of credit to cover anticipated expenses 



during September until tax bills are paid.  Motion passed to increase the line of credit 
from $437,000 to $614,927.  

 
Dog Officer replacement appointment and report of dogs in town that are unlicensed and or 
have expired rabies and Dog Ordinance enforcement 

 Position is still unfilled and remains posted on Town website.  May need to revisit the 
terms of the ordinance, including barking dogs.  Also need to consider limiting the hours 
for calls to the Dog Officer.   

 Ed Eastman requested that the Selectboard clarify that the Dog Officer and Animal 
Control Officer are two different positions.  Ed is the Animal Control Officer, but not the 
Dog Officer.  

 Need to verify terms of payment contract with Orange County Sherriff 
 
Liaison updates  

 Town House Advisory Group notification from Rocky Fuller updating on Town House 
activities 

 Motion passed to appoint Brian Johnson to Planning Committee 

 Trash from the roadside was dropped off by a town resident at the Town Office for 
disposal.  Town residents are advised that the Town Clerk is not responsible for, nor 
equipped to dispose of personal or roadside waste 

 Motion passed to spend $300 for the removal and stump grinding of a dead ash tree on 
the Common to be deducted from the Town’s fund for ash tree mitigation. 

 Pat will work with Tree Officer to apply for ash tree mitigation grant funds 
 
Other  

 Michael Sacca plans to attend the Aug 25 meeting to provide information about the 
proposed Ashley Community Forest Project.  

 
Meeting was adjourned at 8:21 pm 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
 
 

Mary Linehan 
Recording Clerk  
 
 
 
 
 


