
Strafford Selectboard Meeting Minutes 
Monday, November 22, 2021, 6:00pm 

Strafford Town Office 
 

Members participating:  Toni Pippy, Jeff Solsaa, Pat Kelly, Rett Emerson, Mary Linehan 
 
Others participating: Gus Speth, Cameron Speth, JT Horn, Elizabeth Billings, Tim Bergeron, Dick Ruben, 
John Freitag, Kevin Gish, Susan Tiholiz, Thomas Bossert, Charles Sherman, Micki Colbeck, Susan Lee, Roz 
Finn, David Paganelli, Rocky Fuller, Marty Frank, Michael Sacca, Paul Marks, Leslie Berger, Warren 
Johnston, John and Jodie 
 
Meeting called to order at 6:02 pm 
 
1. Public - none  

 
2. Ashley Forest motion to accept edited conservation easement and interlocal agreement. Motion passed 

to accept both documents as revised, subject to review by the town’s legal counsel.   
 
3. Town Highways and Equipment Update.  Road Foreman not present due to family commitment.  Jeff 

Solsaa reported on updates. 
a. Time sheet data entry and new system has been set up at town garage.  Data entry for past year 

time sheets will conducted beginning in December.  
b. Project updates.  Road Foreman is working on the MRPG grant, including using GPS data to 

determine where the ditching needs to take place to avoid previous problems.  The Blacktop bill 
for Rte 132 was $12,000, coming in under the estimated total cost for the job, and has been paid.  
Line striping on Rte 132 up Sharon Hill was conducted prior to the repaving.  Road Foreman 
needs to ensure that if the State will not re-do the line striping, the town crew does the line 
striping as soon as possible.  Road Foreman will ensure that Dodge and Taylor Valley Roads are 
graded.   

c. Flint – Highway access Robinson Road.  Susan Lee is still awaiting clarification whether parking 
lot can be located within 50 feet from a stream.  Road Foreman will seek further clarification of 
this regulation before a decision is made.   

d. Coffin – Highway access Mine Road.  Road Foreman confirmed that the highway access is not a 
problem; a culvert is not needed. Motion passed to approve Coffin Notice of Approval to 
Proceed for new driveway off Mine Road.   

e. Byron Breese – constructed barrier in town right of way on Downer Road.  Selectboard 
members and Road Foreman have looked at the rock wall and barrier and confirm that is likely 
to be damaged during plowing because it is so close to the road and clearly in the town right of 
way.  The barrier is considered a safety hazard and the Selectboard will send a letter requesting 
that the wall and barrier within the town right of way be removed.   

f. Road crew members will be taking some time off during hunting season.   
 

4. Motion passed to approve the minutes to the November 10th regular meeting.  Mary abstained due to 
absence from the Nov 10 meeting.   

 
5. Town Office Immediate Repairs update.   Contractor will begin on Dec. 13th; work will be billed hourly 

with a ceiling of $3,500 to repair the back stairs and plug the crawl space under the building to reduce 
water seepage at the drip line area access to the crawl space.   

 



6. Tim Denny, Lister, RE: Errors and Omissions Report.  Selectboard approved the proposed 
modifications to the Grand List. 

 
7. Junk Yard Update.  Orange County Sheriff will be notified tomorrow regarding parking and property 

improperly located on the Stanley property.  Liaison is hoping to hear on Wednesday this week re the 
Benjamin property.  Response has been delayed due to resignation of the Benjamin lawyer, and we are 
waiting for the new lawyer to respond.  Miller Pond property clean-up has started.   

 
8. VLCT 2022 VERB Trust annual Renewal and Orange County Sheriff’s Service Contract.  Orange 

County Sheriff rate increase to $52.00/hour.  Approval and signature will wait for the final annual town 
budget numbers.   

 
9. Liaison updates  

a. Appointment to Conservation Commission.  JT Erbaugh has expressed interest in filling the 
vacancy.  Board will invite him to come to the next meeting.   

b. Recreation Board Concerns.  Discussion re difficulty finding a Recreation Manager.  Potential 
solutions: Road Foreman is responsible for maintenance of town property and could take on the 
trash pick-up; mowing is covered by the town.  Liaison will work with the Rec Board to review 
the responsibilities of the Recreation Manager and possible options for maintaining the Pocket 
Park.   
 

10. General Correspondence  
a. Rebecca Seibel, Steve Faccio, John and Susan Tiholiz, Susan Cloke, Elizabeth McLane, Gregory 

McHugo, John Freitag, David Paganelli, Judith Falk RE: Ashley Forest Support 
b. Donald (Tad) Powers, Esq., RE Tax sale of Edwin Lord parcel.  Owner was deceased, the tax 

sale was not properly conducted, and following discussions with Paul Gillies, will be corrected.  
c. Byron Breese, RE: notification.   
d. Major (VSG) Vermont State Guard Chaplain Edward Gallagher, Re: 68 Taylor Valley Road 
e. State of VT, Office of the State Treasurer, RE: Employer Retirement Contribution rate increase 

of .5% each year for the next four years.  
f. PILOT Payment has been received.   

 
11. Other  

• Drivers’ view of the crosswalk at the gym is obstructed by parked vehicles, making it impossible 
to see persons entering the cross walk.  Road Foreman will be requested to place a barricade in 
the spot closest to the crosswalk.  

• Pat and Rett will meet with Tom Otterman to determine whether selected town-owned 
properties are acceptable building sites.  

 
Motion passed to enter executive session for a personnel issue at 7:32 pm.   Exited executive session at 8:48 
pm.  
 
Motion passed to send the letter to the employee. 
Meeting adjourned at 9:27 pm 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
 
Mary Linehan, Recording Clerk 


