
Strafford Selectboard Meeting Minutes 
Wednesday, October 28, 2020, 6:00 pm Town Office and zoom 

 
Members present:  Toni Pippy, Pat Kelly, Rett Emerson, Mary Linehan, Brent Cadwell 
 
Others present and participating via Zoom:  Lisa Bragg, Jon McKinnon, Jennifer Brown, Carlton 
Phelps, Chuck Sherman, Lisa Durstin, John Freitag, Aileen Lem, Gil Robertson 
 
Meeting called to order at 6:02pm 
 
Public Concerns – none 

 
Emergency Management COVID 19 – Governor Phil Scott Extends State of Emergency to 
November 15 
 
Town Highways and Equipment Update  
a. Tyson Bridge – maintenance to beams and painting estimate, Army Corps of Engineers, 

Bridge Partial Replacement and Replacement Alternatives Tyson Rd Bridge, Strafford 
Vermont.  Road Foreman is waiting on cost details from EPA and seeking painting estimates.   

b. Paving update.  Started today to do work on Miller Pond Road, may be done tomorrow.  
c. Paving maintenance plan.  Spreadsheet of Town roads exists, including age of roads, which 

will be updated to maintain a list of priority roads for when additional funding becomes 
available.  

d. Motion passed to sign Letter of Intent to Participate in the Municipal Roads Grants-In-Aid 
Program. 

e. Remaining budget for gravel.  There are adequate funds available for this year.   
f. Highway Correspondence: 

 Letter, Carlton Phelps, RE: Snow removal.  School will need to make formal request for 
plowing and sanding by road crew.   

 Email from Amanda Higgins, RE: Paving Schedule for Miller Pond Rd. 

 Letter from Robert and Doris Kiess, RE: Icing on old route 132.  Liaison will follow up 

 Email from Holy Hayden, Vermont Local Roads Program, RE: Town Highway Grants and 
One Time Supplemental Town Highway Aid. Grants not provided this year, but towns 
were allocated funds.  Strafford received $38,636.00.  

 Email from Holy Hayden, RE: SFY (state fiscal year) Better Roads Program 
Announcement.  Road Foreman has contacted TRORC regarding the grant opportunity. 

 
General Correspondence 

 Email updates from the State Emergency Operations Center Situation Reports, re: COVID 19, 
Vermont Department of Health.  We also receive emails from The Office of the Governor, 
TRORC and VLTC 



 Email, VLCT, Employment Resource and Benefits Trust, RE: Dental Group Plans: Rates & 
Open Enrollment for Plan Renewing January 1, 2021.  Selectboard needs to study this 
document in order to determine rates for the Town budget 

 ECFiber 2020 Annual Report 

 Email, Charles Denton RE: Complaint #3 

 Email, Steve Sidel, RE: inquiry. Discussion below 

 Email, Jill Michaels RE: snow plowing 

 

Motion passed to approve minutes of the October 14th, regular Selectboard meeting.   
 

Steve Sidel – Inquiry to frontage onto Miller Pond Road blocked by small triangular town-
owned parcel. Town Clerk will investigate the current status of the parcel and any existing 
easements, as well as the process for possible sale of the land. 
 

Performance Review Process.  Highway liaisons will conduct Road Foreman’s review and Road 
Foreman will conduct crew reviews, to be completed by December 1st.   
 

Motion passed to sign Local Hazard Mitigation Plan grant application to sign. 
 

Town Office Second Floor Clean up.  Town Clerk will determine how to dispose of trash and 
return Town Hall benches as needed.  
 
Liaison updates  
Junk Yard Inventory discussed 
 
Other 

 Email, John Freitag RE: Stockmayer Land/Possibilities.  Agreed to accept John’s offer to 
conduct further research.  

 Toni Pippy will be out of town Nov 17-30, to be followed by 14-day quarantine.   

 VLTC survey comparing town finances report provides useful data.   

 Town Office may be closed to the public in coming weeks as a result of increasing COVID 
cases.   

 
Tabled:   
Updated Ethical Conduct and Conflict of Interest Policy for the Town of Strafford to 11/25/20 
for adoption. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:22 pm 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
 
Mary Linehan 
Reporting Clerk 


