Strafford Selectboard Meeting Minutes
Wednesday, January 27, 2021, at 6:00 pm via Zoom

Members participating: Toni Pippy, Pat Kelly, Rett Emerson, Mary Linehan, Brent Cadwell
Others participating: Lisa Bragg, Jennifer Brown, John Freitag, Steve Willbanks, Nellie Pennigton,
Ellen Langtree

Meeting called to order at 6:02 pm
Public Concerns - none

Emergency Management COVID 19 — See the COVID-19 Vaccine Dashboard for the latest data
on vaccination in Vermont and visit the website: healthvermont.gov/covid19-vaccines to leatn
about who can get vaccinated at this time, how to sign up for vaccination, vaccine safety information,
and more.

Town Highways and Equipment Update

e Certificate of Highway Mileage was approved and signed.

e Two Highway permits for Sylvia Brown and Barbara Tognacci to approve and sign. Lisa
confirmed that Jon has reviewed the projects and says they are in compliance with appropriate
standards. Motion was passed to approve the two permits. Brent Cadwell abstained because he
did the work on one of the projects

e Reminder that Road Crew is not responsible for pulling vehicles out of ditches or snow banks.

Highway Correspondence: none

General Correspondence

e Email updates from the State Emergency Operations Center Situation Reports, re: COVID 19,
Vermont Department of Health. We also receive emails from The Office of the Governor,
TRORC and VLTC

e Jacqueline Chase, RE: Claffey Chickens. Liaison did some research and received guidance from
Susan Senning, VLLCT, who provided options for what the town can do about an issue of over-
crowded chickens. Liaison reported that a complex number of agencies are potentially involved
and has not completed gathering information for the board to consider. Further investigation
will be conducted and liaison will provide information to the board about what, if anything,
should be done.

e Nancy Butler, RE: Claffey Chickens. See above.

e U.S. Census, RE: 2021 Boundary and Annexation Survey. Town boundaries have not changed

e Holy Hayden, RE: Governor Phil Scott Signs Executive Orders to Modernize and Unify Select
State Operations. Information on the State website.

e John Freitag, RE: Couple of thoughts. The board thanks John for his input.

Motion passed to approve minutes to the January 13" regular and January 20" special meetings,
with correction that COVID costs were reimbursed by the State not FEMA.

Motion passed to approve and sign the Liquor License for Coburns Store.


https://www.healthvermont.gov/covid-19/vaccine/covid-19-vaccine-dashboard
http://healthvermont.gov/covid19-vaccines

Motion passed to include in the annual budget a line item for Orange County Sheriff’s
Contract for $15,000. Liaison reported that he had discussions with Sgt. Bariteau, and the board
would like to confirm its satisfaction and appreciation for the prompt and reliable services of the
Orange Country Sheriff, and we are particularly happy with the recent support received for handling
dog complaints.

2020 Budget to actual. Chair updated regarding status of 2020 budget.

2021 Budget. Chair updated board regarding minor changes to proposed 2021 budget, which
represents no increase over the 2020 budget level. Discussion re EAB and cost of cutting ash trees.
Inventory indicates 1,275 ash trees targeted for removal; at $5,000/year, planned tree removal will
take 21 years and cost over $100,000 raises questions about whether this is a wise approach for the
town. The proposed 2021 budget uses the balance forward from 2020 resulting from unspent funds
due to COVID delays. Motion passed to approve a 2021 proposed budget for §1,145,787.00 for the
town meeting warning.

Sign Warning for town vote and other required items for Australian ballet

e Steve Willbanks requested again that the board include an article in the Town Meeting warning
for the Strafford Historical Society to receive tax exempt status, anticipating imminent signing of
the sale transfer documents to complete ownership. Nellie Pennington inquired if the
exemption was for the entire space, including for the space which is leased to the Masons, a
fraternal organization that is not open to all citizens of Strafford. The board was reminded that
the town has twice voted not to grant tax exemption because women may not join the Mason’s
organization and it was for this reason the voters declined previous requests for tax exemption.
The board was directed to Vermont law 32 V.S.A § 3802(4) which addresses tax exempt status
for non-profit organizations. Discussion about options for partial tax exemption, legal
considerations for charitable tax exemptions, whether SHS is aware of the tax exemption law,
and whether it would be better to wait for such a vote until a floor Town meeting can be held
and voter discussion can again take place. The board decided not to include the article in the
warning at this time.

e Seclectboard reviewed the warning for the town vote. Motion passed to approve and sign the
warning for the town vote.

e Discussion regarding the format for the Informational Hearing, and how presentations will be
made and how discussion will be managed, including how to answer questions s so that voters
have a clear picture of what they are voting for

Liaison updates: none
Other

e Junk yard letters went out on January 18, 2021. For those who have not responded fines will
begin on Feb 8. Lisa will send letters to warn of the Feb 8 deadline

e Dog License renewals have been mailed out. Payment is due by April 1.
Motion to adjourn at 7:57 pm
Respecttfully submitted,

Mary Linehan, Reporting Clerk



