
Strafford Energy and Climate Committee (SECC) 
Meeting Minutes Approved 

9/14/21 
7:01 PM 

Online meeting: 
Zoom  

Meeting called by: Dorian Yates Type of 

meeting: 

SECC monthly meeting 

Facilitator: Dorian Yates Note taker: Jim Schley 

Attendees: Dorian Yates, Matt Christie, Susan Hodges, Jenevra Wetmore, David Lutz, Susan Tiholiz, and 

Jim Schley 

Next 

Meeting:  

October 12, 2021, 7 pm via ZOOM 

Minutes 

 
Action Items from this meeting: 
 

ACTION ITEMs carried over from last meeting: 

— Jim will ask Geof Martin to make a statement for the committee on this issue as an advisement to the 
Selectboard and a response to Rett Emerson’s questions about how solar and other renewables installed in 
our town can be counted toward Strafford renewable energy goals.  

— Jim and Dorian update on website: Committee members requested additional resource links (for 

instance 350-Vermont). Susan T. requested more “narration” or guidance text on the page to explain what the 
resolution is and what the resources are meant to offer, etc. Action Item: Dorian and Jim will continue work 

revising the committee’s Mission summary, incorporating elements from the four versions that presently 
appear in various places. 
 
ACTION ITEMS from this meeting: 

— For the Enhanced Energy Plan / Town Plan revision: Susan H. could submit her questions to the 
Planning Commission in writing. Dorian will inquire if an addition can be made at the September 29 meeting; 
if we do have the opportunity, Dorian, Susan H. and Jim will draft a letter this week with a proposed 
addition. 

— Dorian will recommend that the Selectboard view Matt’s presentation on heat pumps as they think 
about town buildings and town office renovation. 

—Dorian will check on Town’s Zoom availability for Thursday, September 23 for David’s presentation 
on Electric Vehicles. If yes, David will do the promotional postings. 

— Dorian will check on Town’s Zoom availability for Tuesday, September 28 for Tim Briglin’s 
presentation. Susan will post this in Strafford; Dorian will post in Thetford; Jenevra will post in Norwich; 
and we’ll ask Jill Wilcox to post in Sharon. 

— Susan H. would like to do a Alternatives to Plastics (and Truths About Recycling) session 
sometime in October. 

—Jenevra will invite her new neighbor to join us for our next meeting (or a future meeting). 
 
_______________________________ 
AGENDA 
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link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82341630427 

 
1. Approve minutes. No objection to approval. 
 

2. Review & update re: Action Items from last meeting. See updates noted: 

 
3. Monday, August 16th: special Planning Commission meeting re: Town Plan and Enhanced 
Energy Plan (EEP). Susan T and Dorian tried to join the meeting by Zoom, but unfortunately while the 
meeting was properly warned this time, it seems there was miscommunication between Chair Willbanks and 
Lisa re: the Zoom option so Susan and I and a PC board member waited in the Zoom waiting room for 30 
minutes until we gave up. Please See Susan H.’s excellent write-up: ·she was there in person, thankfully! Susan 
H’s report follows: 

Susan Hodges’s notes on the Planning Commission meeting on the Enhanced Energy Plan and revised Town 
Plan: “In addition to the Planning Commission members, there were 3 members of the public: myself, Sherry 
Duveneck and Rett Emerson (also a member of the Selectboard). 

After Tori Littlefield went over the requirements etc. for the Town Plan, and the reasons for this hearing 
(primarily for the Energy section with the new Enhanced Energy Plan), she reviewed the content of the EEP.  
Then opened for questions. 

Sherry wanted to know more about who would do the decommissioning of solar arrays. (Answer: 
Decommissioning is part of the contract with the company that builds the facility.) She was also concerned 
about site selection, view from Rte 132, etc., and these were addressed in the EEP explanations. 

Rett had questions about timing of any revisions etc. Basically, revisions can be suggested (and 
incorporated) up until 15 days prior to the Selectboard hearing to vote on the plan. 

I had several questions. 

1. I was surprised at biomass and biofuel being mentioned several times. While they are “renewable” 

they account for carbon emissions. The PC acknowledged this, but also said the state regulations 

require that they be addressed in the Plan.  Tori also mentioned that the Dept. of Public Service is 

working on this section, and I could comment directly to them about biomass. 

2. There was a table about current residential heating (can’t recall the page number) which said that zero 

households in Strafford use electricity for heating and zero use solar for heat. How could this be?? 

The explanation was that the info came from the American Community Survey (?) which they realize 

is not accurate for small towns.  I suggested that this be explained for this table. 

3. I noted that in several places (p. 4 and p. 99 etc.) the report indicated the increase in the population of 

people over 65 and that needs for the elderly are increasing. But on p. 99 I couldn’t tell if their income 

was included in the income table. The answer was that the income figures are derived from the tax 

returns for our town. Hmm. Does that mean that people who do not earn enough to pay taxes and 

therefore may not even file a return were not included in the calculation? And what about retirement 

income? Didn’t really get an answer. 

4. I also asked about the Greater Upper Valley Solid Waste plan for GMP to construct a solar array (for 

which they would sell the RECs out of state), p. 16-17.  I had asked Steve Wilbanks about this . . . and 

last night he said he had learned that GMP had withdrawn their plan. He thinks a couple of other 

entities are working on plans, but none are set up yet. Therefore there would still be an opportunity to 

work on a plan to curtail the sale of RECs to a limited number of years (as was done for the Elizabeth 

Mine). I have a call in to Tom Kennedy, the CEO for the municipal group in charge of the GUV, but 

he has not yet called me back. 
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Dorian would like to see Susan H. submit her questions in writing so they will be considered at the next 
meeting on September 29. Dorian acknowledged that she was unfamiliar with the process and felt like a 
latecomer, with a great rush at the ending to complete the Enhanced Energy Plan. Susan T. suggested that 
before this year’s plan is finalized, we’d like to more clearly state the importance of soil and forests and 
healthy land as critical components in carbon absorption and mitigation, which were left out entirely in the 
current draft. Dorian asked if we should make this request for an addition as a committee or as individuals? 
David feels that this is a living document and we can plan to make amendments and addition in the next 
version, next year; and to avoid further delays he’d like to see us move this to passage. 

ACTION ITEM: Susan H. could submit her questions to the Planning Commission in writing. 
Dorian will inquire if an addition (clear, concise, with specific location proposed) would start the whole 
review process over again or could be made at the September 29 meeting; if this does delay passage, we can 
let this version of the Town Plan proceed to passage. If we do have the opportunity, Dorian, Susan H. and 
Jim will draft a letter this week with a proposed addition.  

 

4. Webinar/presentations update and designation of who is posting to publicize the event. 

* Aug 18: Matt on heat pumps—Matt did a fantastic job! PP and recording posted on our Google Drive 

(https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1Gz3X0SjctBV1L9pCWnNRZmATBHjqD3B_?usp=sharing). 

The only downside is that people get all excited but that contractors are backed up for months. We can 

continue to advertise the recording. Matt will do this again for Sustainable Woodstock’s Green Drinks this 

Thursday. And the Barrett Hall trustees met with Matt today to consider ground- or air-source heat 

pumps to replace a old oil furnace. Susan asked Matt about recommended contractors, and he suggested 

that people look at the Efficiency Vermont website for resources. Matt has heard that Building Energy 

and ARC Mechanical are very good, and Simple Energy is now doing installations. Professionally Matt is 

doing contractor training across New York state. The physical installation is relatively straightforward and 

not hard to learn, but choosing the right product for a given building is the more difficult part. ACTION 

ITEM: Dorian will recommend that the Selectboard view Matt’s presentation on heat pumps as they 

think about town buildings and town office renovation. 

 

* Thursday, September 23: David on EVs. If on a Thursday, there wouldn’t be a conflict with the 

Selectboard, which meets on a Thursday. ACTION ITEM: Dorian will check on Town’s Zoom 

availability for that evening. David will do the promotional postings. 

 

* Tuesday, September 28: Tim Briglin talk about legislative action on climate crisis; Susan H. is 

now planning this as a remote session instead of in person, which will allow a recording to be made for 

people to listen to later. ACTION ITEM: Dorian will check on Town’s Zoom availability for that 

evening. Susan will post this in Strafford; Dorian will post in Thetford; Jenevra will post in Norwich; 

and we’ll ask Jill Wilcox to post in Sharon. 

 

* Currently we don’t have a plan for an event at the Pocket Park: demonstrating electric lawn equipment. 

We could think about doing this next spring, maybe Memorial Day weekend. ACTION ITEM: Susan 

H. would like to do a Alternatives to Plastics (and Truths About Recycling) session sometime in 

October. (Dorian recommends the documentary film The Story of Plastic.) 

Susan H. recommended that we see Nick Clark’s critique of the “carbon-counting shell game” of the Climate 
Council: https://thetford.vt.sidenote.news/vermont-emissions-could-increase-due-to-reported-emissions-
reduction/ 

 

5. Sub-committees and other monthly updates: 

https://thetford.vt.sidenote.news/vermont-emissions-could-increase-due-to-reported-emissions-reduction/
https://thetford.vt.sidenote.news/vermont-emissions-could-increase-due-to-reported-emissions-reduction/
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NOTE: David Lutz is taking over as the IREC Steering Committee member from Strafford. 

 

* Weatherization / home heating / construction: Doc reported that the Strafford/Thetford 

WindowDressers “community build” is going strong this week.  

 

* Community Solar/renewables: Doc reported that the Certificate of Public Good (CPG) for the 
Orgains’ solar site has been deemed complete as submitted, so that is moving forward. There is 
still this month for additional comments and objections, but David says that this project is likely 
to fully approved by the end of September. 
 

* State Legislature: Susan H. urges people to Submit a comment to the Vermont Climate Council 
through this portal: https://anrweb.vt.gov/ANR/ClimateCouncil/PublicInputForm.aspx?PKID=4518 and 
then let us know you did by clicking here so we can keep track of who and how many submitted comments. 

 Plan to attend one of the Vermont Climate Council's Public Engagement Sessions to share 
your ideas. You can see locations, dates and time here. 

 

* Transportation: David shared news of a webinar series on electric options for medium- and heavy-duty 
municipal/public-works vehicles hosted by the Vermont/Maine/Granite State Clean Cities Coalition:  

Thursday, September 16, 10:30 AM – 11:30 AM: Manufacturers include: Ford, Lightning eMotors, and XL 
Fleet: https://teams.microsoft.com/registration/WHcXHGtN3EOq6zucQlYpZw,Hbv34sq_00i-
xu_FMikjew,qwrk62D65E6YzcrdBQIJLQ,nDvYs0HGuUmi0QnRDDTO5w,h4FWropVPECBHObMHUC
Keg,svNCadGazUGN4kLLznMrvQ?mode=read&tenantId=1c177758-4d6b-43dc-aaeb-3b9c42562967 

Thursday, September 30, 10:30 AM – 11:30 AM: Manufacturers include: Endera, Global, Lion Electric, and 
Orange EV: 

https://teams.microsoft.com/registration/WHcXHGtN3EOq6zucQlYpZw,Hbv34sq_00i-
xu_FMikjew,qwrk62D65E6YzcrdBQIJLQ,vVjJz_p3QE2FI_im3DxbIg,HI2sNf1sCEyNFl1HLNWYvQ,Po1
p1g6tREeU2RM70xu-cw?mode=read&tenantId=1c177758-4d6b-43dc-aaeb-3b9c42562967 

 

* Education & Communications: Jim commented that the committee has many projects going on and we 

should keep track of participation numbers for our annual report, for instance the attendance (and follow-up 

requests for the recording) at our webinars and the number of Strafford volunteers (and recipients of window 

inserts for WindowDressers. 

 
6. Other business:  
 Jenevra asked about a potential new member who has just moved to Strafford and is a Dartmouth 
professor of Environmental Studies. ACTION ITEM: Jenevra will invite her new neighbor to join us for 
our next meeting (or a future meeting).  

 

Next Meeting: October 12, 2021, 7 pm via ZOOM 

Adjourned: 8:14 pm  
 
Respectfully submitted by Jim Schley, Recording Secretary 
 

https://anrweb.vt.gov/ANR/ClimateCouncil/PublicInputForm.aspx?PKID=4518
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https://climatechange.vermont.gov/getinvolved
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