Strafford Selectboard Meeting Agenda
January 8, 2020 6pm at Town Office

Selectboard members present: Kate Siepmann, Brian Johnson, Pat Kelly, Toni Pippy, Lauri Berkenkamp

Others present: Gil Robertson; Lisa Bragg, Town Clerk; Janet Hardy, Animal Control Officer; Jennifer Brown
for The Herald of Randolph

Citizen Concerns

Janet Hardy is frustrated with the animal control ordinances in Strafford—she has received seven calls in the
past week about dogs bothering horses; barking dogs; and loose dogs. In several cases, both callers and owners
have been disrespectful when she tries to enforce the town ordinances. She is considering resigning from her
post due to the number of calls and responses from owners. The board will discuss changing dog ordinances to
increase fines and asks townspeople to please only contact Janet for urgent issues regarding animals. For issues
such as barking, please write an email to the selectboard or contact the town office during regular business
hours.

Town Highways and Equipment Update

Brian spoke to Jon this week; the crews are working hard. One of the trucks is in the shop. Ellen Langtree wrote
to the board again about a sign at the foot of Carpenter Hill Road. A new sign will be put up soon to replace the
one currently there.

Correspondence

The board acknowledged receipt of the following correspondence:

John Schmeltzer, RE: Former Town Garage: The state hasn’t received a report since 2015. Lisa contacted
Wheeler Environmental to come up with a work plan to monitor the site for chemicals stemming from the town
garage.

Sgt. Jean-Miguel R. Bariteau, LEAD Instructor, Orange County Sheriff’s Office re: middle school program
funded by some of the appropriated town patrol funds. The Newton School principal thought this was a good
idea and recommended it for the students. Members of the board questioned why the selectboard should pay for
a program hosted and implemented by the school. The board agreed that this program is the school board’s
purview rather than the selectboard’s.

Gwynn Zakov, Esq., Municipal Policy Advocate, Vermont League of Cities and Towns (VLCT), RE: VLTC
Cannabis Resolution Relating to S. 54, a bill that establishes a taxed and regulated cannabis market in Vermont.
The board reviewed the resolution. No action was taken.

Email from Kimberly, Gilbert, Regional Planner, Two Rivers-Ottauquechee Regional Commission (TRORC),
forwarding letter from Mount Ascutney Prevention Partnership, RE: Support for VLCT Cannabis Resolution.
Please see above.

Email from John Hawkins re: Trustee of Public Funds and cleanup of Coutermarsh property. The barrels of
waste on the property formerly known as Coutermarsh (currently Coburn) have a mix of oil and gasoline, which
is considered hazardous waste. The Trustees of Public Funds feel that the cleanup of hazardous materials may
be beyond their scope of responsibilities and wanted to bring this to the attention of the selectboard. The board
supports these private efforts to remove the waste, but as a public board it can’t be responsible in any way for
the cleanup.



Email from Charles Denton, RE: Uninvited Guests with photos. The board moved to fine the dog owners for
violating the dog ordinance regarding running at large. (Please see other notes under Citizens’ Concerns.)

Email from Karen Horn RE: U.S. Census Information for Town Meeting Town Report.

Troy Dare, Manager & Engineering Technician, Vermont Association of Conservation Districts (VCAD).
State of Vermont Dept of Taxes re: 2019 Equalization Study Results. The town’s Common Level of Appraisal
(CLA) is 1.01 and the Coefficient of Dispersion (COD) is 16.25 %.

Approve Minutes of December 18th regular meeting
The board voted to approve the minutes of December 18 with the change of the word “Listers” from “Lusters”

"

Ashley Community Forest Project, draft Interlocal Agreement and draft Town Meeting article

The board has concerns regarding the two-town agreement and lack of details, particularly regarding ongoing
funding of the project and the financial and liability consequences for the town. Toni will discuss further with
Michael Sacca and inform him that this will require a petition in order to include it on the warrant for Town
Meeting. The board will seek legal guidance on this project.

Draft Selectboard Report for Town Meeting

The board will review and make final edits, including inserting the budget, and approve the final version at a
later meeting.

Tax Anticipation Note, line of credit

Lisa reported that the town paid of last year’s note and applied for $437,000 at 3.15 percent for 2020. The board
voted to approve the tax anticipation note in the amount of $437,000 and signed the note.

2019 Budget review
Town is on budget.

2020 Budget review

The board is reviewing the draft budget and will discuss at a special selectboard meeting, scheduled for
Wednesday, January 15.

Other. No other new business.

Meeting was adjourned at 8:10 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Lauri Berkenkamp
Recording Secretary



