
 

 

Strafford Selectboard Meeting Minutes 
Wednesday, July 14, 2021, at 6:00 pm in person Town Office 

 
Members participating: Toni Pippy, Jeff Solsaa, Rett Emerson, Pat Kelly 
Others participating: Lisa Bragg, Jon MacKinnon, Bill Risso, and by Zoom, Dorian Yates 
 
Meeting called to order at 6:03 pm 

 
1. Public Concerns – none 
 
2. Town Highways and Equipment Updates.  
 

a. Highway Correspondence:  None 
 
      b.  Funding for paving of Route 132 from the Sharon town line to Barrett Hall. 

With the negotiated discount on the asphalt the total quote to repave Route 132 from the Sha-
ron line to Barrett Hall is $304,059.  The paving job is proposed to be paid for with $175,000 in 
State grant funding, $98,000 that was budgeted for road maintenance and paving for this year, 
$20,000 in anticipated savings for the repainting of the support beams on the Tyson Bridge, and 
other money from the Highway Department budget.  Jon said that the work would most likely 
take place this August, a motion was made and passed to approve the funding for this paving 
project. 

 
        c.  Resignation of Garold Jamieson. 

The Board thanked Garold for his hard work and service to the town.  The board agreed to post 
the job vacancy to try to fill the position on the Road Crew.  

 
3.  General Correspondence 
 a.  Alex Buskey from The Ranger. 
 b.  Geoff Martin, IREC June Report/Year-End Summary 
 c.  Michael Scanlon, RE: Ideas to use some of the ARPA money for recycling 
 d.  Rocky Fuller, Replacing an oak tree on the Common.  The board voted to approve the requested 
$400 for a new oak tree to be planted on the Common to replace a dead tree that was taken down. 
 e.  Dorian Yates, RE: Committee vacancy.  Dorian was available via Zoom to talk about the vacancy 
that has opened on the Energy and Climate Committee.   
 
4.  Approve minutes to the June 23rd meeting.  The board voted to approve the minutes to the June 23rd 
meeting. 
 
5.  Set 2021 Tax Rate.  This item was postponed until next week’s Special Meeting. 
 
6.   Sign Sub-Contractor contract.  Lisa has implemented a new procedure for all town Subcontractors to 
streamline the process and protect the town from liability. 
 
7.  Town Office Planning Committee.  Bill Risso spoke about the work that the Town Office Planning 
Committee has done, they have identified about 10 town-owned sites that could possibly be suitable for a 
new Town Office building.  All the sites have been evaluated based on many criteria and all have their own 
difficulties.  The Town Office Planning Committee has requested that the Selectboard host a public meeting 
of all town Committees, Commissions, and Boards to discuss their findings and to try to identify what are 
the needs of the town for its office.  A meeting was proposed for 6:00 PM on July 30th at the Justin Morrill 



 

 

Education Room.  The board agreed to hold this public meeting both in person and via Zoom to talk about 
the future of the Town Office. 
 
8.  Ashley Forest Updates.  Pat reports that the Ashley Forest Working Group held a meeting with the Ver-
mont Land Trust to discuss some of the details of the Conservation Easement that will be in place on the 
proposed Ashley Community Forest.  The Conservation Easement will need to be completed before the 
Town can take ownership of this property and will place limits on what the town can do with this new 
Community Forest and will ensure that the land remains conserved for the future.  

 
9.   Junk Yard Update.  Jeff reports that there are still 4 properties that are not in compliance with the 
town’s ordinance.  He is working will all property owners as much as he can but will be soon turning en-
forcement of this town ordinance over to the Orange County Sheriff’s Office who will have enforcement 
authority and will be issuing the fines that are stipulated in the ordinance. 
 
10.  American Rescue Plan Act.  The Federal Government is sending money to all towns in Vermont that 
have followed the procedures to receive the funds and our Town Clerk has been working to make sure that 
the town receives this money.  A motion was made and seconded to appoint Toni Pippy as the Authorized 
Representative and Lisa Bragg as the Contact Person to deal with the Coronavirus Local Fiscal Recovery 
Funding/ARPA.  The motion passed unanimously.  A motion was made and seconded for the Town of 
Strafford to accept the Coronavirus Local Fiscal Recovery Funding/ARPA monies along with the required 
Award Terms and Conditions and Assurances of Compliance with Civil Rights Requirements.  This motion 
also passed unanimously. 
 
11.  Other.  
 a.  Rett reports that the removal of the old power poles in South Strafford is the responsibility of 
Consolidated Communications.  He has been in communication with Consolidated and reports that a work 
order has not been issued for it yet. 
 
 b.  Meghan Asbury has been chosen as our AmeriCorps VISTA volunteer worker for the 4-Town 
Coalition. 
 
 c.  Lisa reports that the tax sale of the Stanley Property was completed and because there were no 
other bidders, the town will take ownership of this property after the 1 year waiting period has elapsed. 
 
 d.  The board voted to authorize the Town House Advisory Committee to dispose of the old chim-
ney liner they had tried to sell but had no buyers come forward. 
 
12.  The board went into Executive Session at 8:35 to discuss pending litigation against the town. 
 
13.  The board came out of Executive Session at 8:45. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:47 pm 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
 
Pat Kelly 
for the Recording Clerk 


