
Strafford Selectboard Meeting Minutes 
Wednesday, October 27, 2021, 6:00 pm 

Strafford Town Office  
 
Members participating: Toni Pippy, Rett Emerson, Pat Kelly, Jeff Solsaa, Mary Linehan 
 
Other participants:  Lisa Bragg, Jon MacKinnon, John Freitag, Tim Bergeron, Michael Sacca, Robert 
McAllister, Geoff Martin, Micki Colbeck, Vanessa Rule, Susan Hodges, Judith Falk, Dave Paganelli, 
Susan Lee 
 
Meeting called to order at 6:00 pm 
 
1. Public Concerns   

Jeff Solsaa reported receiving several phone calls: 

• Churchill Family would like to have Old City Falls Road moved because they feel it is 
encroaching on their property.   

• Resident on Whitcomb Hill complaining that the road is encroaching on trees on their 
property.  Road Foreman clarified that town has right of way 50 ft on either side of teh 
road.  It is likely that leaf removal this week has created the appearance of widening, but 
the road has not been widened by the road crew.   

 
2. Town Highways and Equipment Update.  Road Foreman reported that several complaints about 

the apron at Newton School and other road shoulders being unfinished.  He has notified the 
contractor, Blacktop, who apologized and reported they will do it as soon as they can but are 
short of manpower.   

• Highway access permit submitted by Colleen Olson to move her driveway on Whitcomb 
Hill.  Olson will replace the culvert.  Motion passed to approve Colleen Olson’s Highway 
Access Permit.   

• Project updates:   
Turnpike Road ditching is completed; total invoice is over budget due to unanticipated 
ledge encountered at the site of a culvert to be replaced.  Discussion about how to 
manage excess costs and the specific work that caused the overage and ensure that 
selectboard approves changes to work orders before they are undertaken. Alger Brook 
Road invoice also exceeded the bid because the Road Foreman approved additional 
work without seeking selectboard approval for a work order change.  Liaisons will work 
with treasurer to review this invoice before it is approved.  Discussion re how to avoid 
this problem in future.   

• Update on vacancy.  Colton Hull has accepted the offer of employment and has been 
cleared by the state to start work on Tuesday Nov 2.   

• Municipal Grants in Aid Project-Equip Purchase awarded to Strafford at $6,000 (state 
funds), with a $1,500 town match, grant ends 6/30/22.   Selectboard thanks Lisa Bragg 
for her initiative and effort in identifying and winning this grant to purchase a roller 
compactor.   
 

3. Approve minutes to the October 13th regular meeting and October 15th Special meeting.  Motion 
passed to approve the minutes October 13th regular meeting and the October 15th Special 
meeting.   



 
4. Town Office Immediate Repairs.  The engineer’s report is expected this week.  Repairs must be 

completed before snow accumulates and is extremely urgent.  Selectboard continues to seek 
qualified contractors to do the repairs.   

 
5. Meghan Asbury, 4-Town Coalition Coordinator, joined the meeting to update the board.  Started 

in August and conducted first meeting in October.  Priorities from the meeting: climate change, 
childcare, economic development.  Additional meetings held about trails.  Other town 
selectboards have invited Meghan to join their meetings every other month.   
 

6. Green Procurement Policy update.  Geoff Martin reported that changes have been made to the 
proposed policy in line with previous discussions with the selectboard, and also proposes 
changes to role of the Energy Committee in the procurement process.  Geoff described teh 
process that Thetford intends to adopt, which places greater responsibility for research on 
Energy Committee.  Jeff Solsaa suggests that the Energy Committee maintain a list of potential 
procurement options in the event emergency need for equipment, (such as the need to replace a 
heating system) to avoid delays.   

 
7. Susan Hodges, RE: 350VT letter to Vermont Climate Council.  Susan presented background of 

the request for a letter to the VT Climate Council to be signed by the selectboard.  Selectboard 
requested information on Vermont’s contribution to carbon emissions levels.  Selectboard will 
review the letter and consider signing it as individuals and/or as a board.   

 
8. Alliance for Vermont Communities request to build a parking area for the Manning Farm hiking 

trails. Micki Colbeck presented that the Manning Trails were completed this summer but are not 
open because there is no parking.  Vern and Sandra Flint submitted Notice of Approval to 
Proceed Highway Access Application for a 3-car parking area for the Manning trails.  Town will 
not be responsible for plowing the parking spot in winter; Flints as landowner will be 
responsible for any maintenance.   Susan Lee owns the property across the road from the 
proposed parking spot. Susan and Tim Bergeron raised concerns about the proximity of the 
proposed parking spot to the brook, noting that they were denied a driveway permit because the 
access was required to stay 50 ft away from the brook, and question why this permit does not 
have the same requirement.  Selectboard will seek clarification about whether the access is 
acceptable before responding to the Flint request.  
 

9. Letter from David Paganelli, RE: Town interested in selling a small parcel of town-owned land, 
Parcel ID: 59011, SPAN: 624-196-10570 on Blanchard Road.  Pat and Rett walked the parcel 
and investigated how Town property can be sold and learned that it will require a town vote.  
The town has several properties that might be considered for sale.  Additional information will 
be collected.   
 

10. Budget vs Actual 2021.  Tabled till next meeting 
 
11. Ashley Forest updates.  Pat reported that Joe Ronan has shared suggested changes to the 

language, Dick Ruben is working on incorporating the requested language.   
 
12. Junk Yard Update.  Jeff has visited Miller Pond with a representation from VT Environment 

Conservation division who will work with the town to find resources to clean up the 



Coutermarsh junk yard site, due to concerns about contamination.  Currently there is a fund of 
$3800 from private donations, but it is expected that clean-up will require $50,000-75,000, 
including very high trucking costs to haul the junk away.  No communication has been received 
from legal counsel for the Benjamin junk yard.  Regarding the Stanley property, after many calls 
the County Sherriff clarified that the previous contact has left the job.  On Oct 27 Orange 
County Sherriff will deliver a notice that no one can access the land except those deeded to use 
the land.  Motion passed to sign the letter notifying neighbors that no one can access the land 
except those deeded to use the land. 

 
13. Liaison updates  

• Community Building Committee appointment.  Mary Linehan nominated Brooke 
Wilkinson to replace Kate Linehan on the committee.  Motion passed to appoint Brooke 
Wilkinson to the Community Building Committee.   

• Recycling – Sign 2-year Memorandum of Understanding with Northeast Resource 
Recovery Association.  Mike Scanlon provided written clarification of the reason for the 
increased costs and how the Casella business model.  Motion passed to sign the 2 year 
Memorandum of Understanding with Northeast Resource Recovery Association, with 
Toni, Mary and Pat voting in favor; Jeff and Rett opposed.   

• Select board has been invited to a tour of the Elizabeth Mine on Nov 3, by Ed 
Hathaway.   

 
14. General Correspondence: 

• Email John Freitag, RE: Option for Town Office 

• Alan Beebe, Upper Valley Ambulance, RE: 2022 Budget, $3,098 increase to town  

• Jeff Brand, ECFiber, RE: Annual Report and Proposed District Budget 

• Ed Eastman has informed liaison that he will be willing to stay on another year in some 
capacity but feels he cannot do some tasks any longer.  Selectboard should consider 
replacement or other option for future years.  

 
15. Motion passed to go in Executive Session for a personnel issue at 8:35 pm.   Exited Executive 

Session at 9:18 pm.   
 

16. Steve Willbanks has stepped down Planning Commission Chair, and Donald Graham has 
assumed the role of Chair.   
 

17. Steve Wilbanks has resigned from the Conservation Commission.  The Selectboard thanks Steve 
for his participation and leadership on the Commission.   

 
Meeting adjourned at 9:32 pm 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Mary Linehan 
Recording Clerk 

    


