Strafford Conservation Commission
Minutes
May 27, 2025
Strafford Town Office 7:00 PM
Courtney Potter, Micki Colbeck, Kate Bass, Anne Fayen, Mike Hebb, JT Erbaugh, Erin Yunger
Others: Elizabeth Howland, Andrei Kubail Kalousdian

e Approved minutes from April 22, 2025, meeting.

e (Graduate student at UVM Field Naturalist Program requests permission to study bog
orchid pollination at Cobb Forest Fen. Will recommend Kate's fen instead, which has
abundant bog orchids. Mike also has a few other suggestions of locations and he will look
into them.

e Introduction of Elizabeth L. Howland. She would like to lead children’s nature activities.

e Introduction of Andrei Kalousdian. He has experience leading outdoor fly-fishing and
skiing groups, and is knowledgeable with data.

e Read Jonathan Nedeau’s letter of interest.

e Read Anita Onofrio's letter of interest.

e Trails and guided hikes. Mike cleared Whitcomb and some from the Morrill link to
Pennock rd. Micki said the Hemmingway Ledges is very well cared for. Thank you,
Mike. Erin has been up Turnpike and did some cleanup of the graveyard. Micki and
Mike are visiting a fen in Vershire this Friday.

e Other business- Pocket Park had an old apple tree that died and Anne is looking for
someone who knows about apple tree disease, and might look at the rest of the trees.

e Executive session (15 minutes). All attending members voted and chose to offer the two
openings to Elizabeth and Andrei.

e Better protection for the town forest. Mike suggests including the town select board in the
conversation. If they are in favor, we can move forward with the land trust. Mike will
write up some talking points and Kate and Micki will take it to the select board.

e Next meeting, June 24, 2025

e Adjourn



