Strafford Conservation Commission
Agenda
January 28, 2025
Strafford Town Office 7:00 PM

Courtney Potter, Micki Colbeck, Mike Hebb, Steve Faccio, Kate Bass, Anne Fayen, JT Erbaugh,
Erin Yunger

e Approved minutes from October 22, 2024, meeting.

e Discussed David Paganelli suggestions to unify protections for Town forests. Discussed
the pros and cons of placing an easement on some of the areas. We will check in with
Paul Harwood and David Paganelli for some guidance.

e Steve Faccio is working on petitioning the state to reclassify the Cobb Town Forest Fen
to a Class-1 wetland. This would provide a larger buffer area. Kyle Katz said TRORC
would help us with this, if we want. Steve has a petition template from Hartland’s Eshqua
Bog Nature Area to use as a starting point and is contacting the appropriate people and
gathering the needed data.

e Town calendar. Micki will check with Lisa to see that it is still being used and easy to
find for the town organizations.

e Kiosk discussion continued: Will continue to think of places to put it. Some suggestions
are the historical society or looking further into the red barn area. The kiosk will be more
for educational Natural History information rather than to advertise our trails.

e Discussed the issue of notifying landowners anytime a guided hike goes through their

property.



Trails update and discussion of a possible Strafford Trails Guide like Thetford and
Tunbridge have.

Beaver activity on the Ompompanoosuc update. Todd Menes, a river scientist from VT.
Department of Environmental Conservation came to assess the beaver dam behind the
village and said that there wasn’t a threat from the beavers, but that there is an undersized
culvert which the town needs to address.

Kyle Katz from TRORC wants to know if we have a conservation plan and have done a
natural resources inventory. He replied this is for storm water runoff. We discussed that
this is a highway department issue.

Other business. Think about what hikes we want to do so we can get them on the
calendar. Possibility of inviting Ethan Tapper to come speak about his book.

Next meeting February 25, 2025



