
 

 

Strafford Selectboard Meeting Minutes 
Wednesday, May 12, 2021, at 6:00 pm via Zoom 

 
 
Members participating: Mary Linehan, Patrik Kelly, Rett Emerson, Jeff Solsaa 
 
Others participating: John Freitag, Jon McKinnon, Jennifer Brown, Lisa Bragg, Art Hanchett, 
Michelle Gottlieb, Robert Mcallister, Roz Finn, Peter and Sherry Duvenek. 
Meeting started 6:00 pm 

 
 

1. Public Concerns--None 
 

2. Emergency Management COVID 19 – Governor Scott has extended the State of Emergency for 
the State of Vermont through Saturday, May 15, 2021.  Governor Phil Scott and State Officials 
Announce the Vermont Forward Plan Roadmap to Reopening.  All details are at 
www.vermont.gov/vermont-forward.   

 
3. Town Highways and Equipment Update 
 

 a. Jon reports all town equipment working well and crew is busy grading roads, clearing ditches, 
and hauling gravel.  
 

 b. Review highway access applications 

 Alger Brook Road below Prescott Road.  Jon has reviewed plans to install 18” culvert 
and recommends approval.  Motion was passed to approve the request for road access 
from Alger Brook. 

 Alger Brook Road at the top of the hill.  Jon and liaison have visited the site and there 
are questions about the safety of the parking lot location due to the close proximity of a 
GMP pole and guy wire.  Board took no action.  Jon will talk with Green Mountain 
Power about safety considerations. 

 Nutting Road near the Ashley Forest property.  There is some confusion about exactly 
where the proposed access and parking area are planned to be located.  Board took no 
action. Road Foreman has requested more information from applicant. 

 
c.  Bids for Alger Brook Road and Turnpike Road grant work.  Jon has reviewed both bids for the 

work that is planned for this summer and recommends that we accept the bid from Northwoods 
Excavating.  This road work is primarily paid for through grants with “in kind” work being done 
by our Road Crew.  Total amout of the bid that was accepted is:  Turnpike Road $42,800 and 
Alger Brook Road $19,100.  Motion passed to accept the bid from Northwoods Excavating. 

 
d.  FEMA refund update.  The town is still waiting for almost $100,000 in FEMA reimbursable 

funds to be approved.  Lisa and Road Foreman met with officials at FEMA to clarify what 
further documentation will be required and expects to obtain approval and payment soon.  The 
meeting highlighted that there is an increased need to document the work and maintenance done 
by our road crew; oversight regulations are becoming more stringent, and we need to track the 
work that is being done so that future claims to FEMA well-supported by records. 

http://www.vermont.gov/vermont-forward


 

 

 
4. General Correspondence:  

a. Email updates from the State Emergency Operations Center Situation Reports, re: 
COVID 19, Vermont Department of Health, The Office of the Governor, TRORC and 
VLTC 

b. Mike Hebb re: Dog noise 6PM Sunday.  Board acknowledged the correspondence. 
c. Geoff Martin re: FY2022 IREC Agreement.  Board has received the proposed agreement 

from our Intermunicipal Regional Energy Coordinator and is reviewing. 
d. Steve Willbanks re: Conservation Commission Selection.  Board has approved new 

member for the Conservation Commission. 
e. Amy Huyffer re: Tomato sale.  Board acknowledged the correspondence 
f. Peter Duveneck, re: Safety Concern in South Strafford Village.  There is a concern for 

public safety and the possibility of people being hurt or a vehicle accident due to the 
frequent presence of chickens in the road at the intersection of Route 132 and the Justin 
Morrill Highway.  There is currently no town policy about chicken ownership or care, 
and there was discussion about creating a new town ordinance to deal with this issue.  
The point was made that the town of Strafford lacks the resources to fully enforce the 
current ordinances that it has adopted.  The point was made that for traffic safety issues, 
the town could contact the Orange County Sheriff’s office.  

g. Laura Ogden, re: SHS letter of support request.  The board agree to send a letter of 
support for the Strafford Historical Society.   

h. Rocky Fuller re: THAG meeting agenda.  The board appreciates the work that continues 
to be done by the Town House Advisory Committee.  

i. Tim Utt, re: Strafford Town Office.  The board has received architectural plans from 
Tim that will help inform the decisions about repairs to the Town Office building. 

j. VLTC re: VLTC member visit.  The town’s insurance Loss Control Consultant visited 
the town office and noted several deficiencies that need to be addressed. 
 

5. Motion passed to approve minutes of the April 28th regular meeting. 
 

6. Donations to Conservation Commission.  The town has received many generous donations to 
help fund improvements to the town trail system.  A special thanks to Mike Hebb for all he does 
to provide opportunities for the public to get out and enjoy our town trails.  We have been 
notified by our auditors that future donations and expenditures for work on town property 
should be run through the town treasurer so that they can be tracked and to limit the tax liability 
for our town volunteers. 
 

7. Ashley Forest updates.  Pat Kelly reported that the town of Sharon recently held its delayed 
town meeting and voted to approve the acceptance of the Ashley Community Forest.  Meetings 
will resume between representatives from both Sharon and Strafford to work out details of the 
Interlocal Agreement, the Conservation Easement, and the work of the Ashley Forest 
Management Board.   

 
8. Town Office updates.  Mary Linehan reported that she had great response to her request for 

volunteers to help decide the future of the Town Office.  In order to make the committee 
efficient and productive, she has decided to limit the committee to 6 members, the board 
appreciates the enthusiasm and offers to help from everyone who has come forward.  The goal 
is to bring in a broad spectrum of ideas and points of view, to make the process as transparent 



 

 

as possible and to try to come up with a recommendation to the Selectboard about 
improvements to the town office.  Meetings will be open to the public and community input is 
welcomed.  Motion passed to approve the following members for the Town Office Steering 
Committee:  Bill Risso, Beth Preston, Rebecca Siebel, Art Hanchett, Mary Linehan, Morgan 
Smith. 

 
9. Junk Yard Update.  Liaison reported that many properties have begun to move forward and are 

following through on the plans to comply with the town’s ordinance.  Liaison will follow up 
with a letter from the town to the property owners that are not in compliance. 
 

10. Animal Control issues.  The selectboard is increasingly spending more of its time dealing with 
animal control issues and has inadequate resources to fully enforce the ordinances that it 
currently has adopted.  It was suggested that the board adopt clear guidelines for town residents 
about the appropriate contacts for animal complaints. 

 
11. Liaison updates:  None 

 
13. Other 

 Stone Soup Restaurant has applied for renewal of their liquor license.  Motion passed to 
approve the request for liquor license renewal. 

 
Meeting adjourned at 7:35 pm.  
 
Respectfully submitted,   
 
 
 
 
Pat Kelly 
for the Recording Clerk 


