Strafford Selectboard Meeting Minutes

Wednesday, June 23, 2021 at 6:00 pm in person Town Office

Members participating: Toni Pippy, Jeff Solsaa, Rett Emerson, Pat Kelly.

Others participating: Lisa Bragg, Jon MacKinnon, Art Hanchett, Doc Bagley

Meeting called to order at 6:06 pm

1. Public Concerns — none

2. Emergency Management COVID 19 — Governor Scott announced he has rescinded all state
COVID-19 restrictions. Additionally, Vermont’s declaration of a State of Emergency has ex-

pired.

3. Town Highways and Equipment Update. Foreman reports that equipment is all working
well, and summer road work is progressing on schedule. The town has received estimates for
the re-paving of Route 132 and there was discussion about how much of this road to re-pave
this summer and about budget issues regarding this and other town road maintenance issues.
The estimate for paving Route 132 from the Sharon line to Barrett Hall is approximately
$307,000 and the town currently has $175k grant, 98K paving budget and 20K from bridge
budget. The liaison will work with our road foreman to work out a firm price quote and
work schedule.

a. Highway Correspondence:

The board voted to approve a highway access permit on Justin Morrill Highway.

4. General Correspondence.

Email updates from the State Emergency Operations Center Situation Reports, re:

COVID 19, Vermont Department of Health, The Office of the Governor, TRORC

and VLTC, correspondence acknowledged.

Richard Amore, Community Planning & Revitalization, RE: Funding Opportunity for
Creative Placemaking — Vermont Community Foundation Spark Connecting Com-
munity Grants, correspondence acknowledged.

Rockwell Fuller, RE: THAG June meeting notes and new tree on Common Proposal.
A red oak tree was proposed be planted on the Town Common to replace a Princeton
elm tree that was removed last year, the board asked for a cost estimate before pro-
ceeding.

Thomas Kennedy, Mount Ascutney Regional Commission, RE: Lebanon Agreement
for Lebanon Landfill. A motion was made and passed to sign the Agreement for the
Lebanon Landfill. This is at no cost to the town and will allow residents to use the
Lebanon landfill if they choose.



10.

11.

12.

Motion passed to approve the minutes from the June 9th regular meeting with one minor ty-
pographical change.

The board wants to thank the applicants who generously offered their service for the position
of Emergency Management Director and voted to approve Jason Schumacher as the new
Emergency Management Director for the Town of Strafford. The board also discussed the
vacancy in the position of Town Dog Officer and Lisa Bragg has offered to perform that job.
The board voted unanimously to approve Lisa Bragg for the position of Dog Officer.

Doc Bagley gave a short presentation about the work that the Energy and Climate Committee
are doing in coordination with our Regional Energy Coordinator and the Vermont Law
School to establish a Community Solar project in Strafford. This will be an approximately 1
acre 150kW ground mount private solar array that will become available for 20-30 members
of the public to buy into and be a part of. There are currently a couple different sites under
consideration and the abutting property owners are being notified. Once a site has been se-
lected the Energy Committee will be asking the town to grant this project “preferred site sta-
tus” that will be critical to its viability.

Art Hanchett gave a presentation for the Town Office Planning Committee and updated the
board on the work that this committee is doing. The committee has reviewed many docu-
ments and architectural plans regarding the use and renovation of the current town office as
well as visited many town owned and private properties as possible sites for a new town of-
fice. The Town Office Planning Committee is requesting a joint meeting with all town gov-
erning boards, commissions, and committees that would also be open to the public to give a
presentation about the future of the town office and to gather input about this important pro-
cess. A late July time frame was suggested but no date was selected, public notice will be
given once a time and place are agreed upon.

Town Office urgent facility repairs. Jeff is continuing to gather estimates on repair of the
front sidewalk and foundation of the town office as well as discussion on what to do about
the back stairs. No action was taken.

The Ashley Forest group continues its work to reach agreement with all parties in order for
the town to take ownership of this property in coordination with the town of Sharon.

Junk Yard Update. An updated spreadsheet was provided to the selectboard on progress to
date, some progress is being made and the board is following the process that is laid out in
the current ordinance.

The treasurer reports that we are on target with this years budget. There is much work to be

done for the town to qualify to receive money from the federal government’s American Rescue
Plan and the board approved a motion for Lisa Bragg to act as the town’s representative for the
purpose of applying for the ARPA funds. The town expects to receive $111,597 over 2 years
from this fund and will need to follow the federal guidelines in terms of what the money can be
used for.



13. Other. The board voted to approve all recent requests to use town property. The board voted
to approve the propane contract with Irving Energy for town garage and town office. The town
has been approved for a Municipal Equipment Loan that will be used to pay down the existing
loan to save money on interest payments.

Meeting adjourned at 8:45 pm

Respectfully submitted,

Pat Kelly
for the Recording Clerk



